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The Ecumenical Community

Pastor’s and believer’s main concern is with building and maintaining an ecumenical

community of believers.

John 15:16, 17. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that

ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye

shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I command you,

that ye love one another.

How is one inducted into this community of believers? Why is the ecumenical community

special?

The community of believers are a special people, holy and sanctified by the shed blood of

Jesus Christ through the redemption process outlined in the Holy Bible.

Romans 5:8-11. 8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet

sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be

saved from wrath through him. 10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God

by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 11 And

not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now

received the atonement.

1 John 2:15-17. 15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any

man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the

lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of

the world. 17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will

of God abideth for ever.
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Holiness. Dedicated and consecrated to God.

Devoted to the service of God.

Morally and spiritually excellent.

Moral Decay and Spiritual Wickedness

The world seeks to be free of objective truth and objective values. In a world of moral

relativity Christian values and beliefs are impugned.

John 15:18, 19. 18 If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. 19

If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world,

but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

Romans 5:13-17. 13 (For until the law sin was in the world: but sin is not imputed when

there is no law. 14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that

had not sinned after the similitude of Adams transgression, who is the figure of him that

was to come. 15 But not as the offence, so also is the free gift. For if through the offence

of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one

man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many. 16 And not as it was by one that sinned,

so is the gift: for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but the free gift is of many

offences unto justification. 17 For if by one mans offence death reigned by one; much more

they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life by

one, Jesus Christ.)

Ephesians 5:15-21. 15 See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise,

16 Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. 17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but
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understanding what the will of the Lord is. 18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is

excess; but be filled with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and

spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20 Giving thanks

always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 21

Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God.


